(old Case - Ep3I0 - fanks Bot ™

FRANK

"Frank's Besat"
FADE IN:
MUSTC: "ANGELINA/ZOOMA ZOOMA" (LOUIS PRIMA)
ANT. "FRANK'S BEST" DELICATESSEN -~ DAY - WINTER, 2007

A bustling Italian deli. Bundled-up custemers come and go,
as music pipes through the steres. In the window, "FRANK'S
BEST" can be read in reverse.

Behind the register, warmly greeting his customers, 15 FRANK
DICENZIO, 49, old school in every way. Beside him, Preparing
the food with great care, 1s RICARDC MUNOZ, 32, a =hort,
stocky immigrant from El Salvador. An old mutt sleep=s at
thelr feet while they work.

As Frank packs up bags for two women in their 70's, Mrs.
BEDINO and MRS, CLARE --

6704-",” —? FRANK

Mrs. EBdine, I'm goenna put in an extra
side of roasted vegetables for yeou.

MRS, EDINQ
Ricardo made them?

Frank turns to Ricardo, with feigned outrage.

FRANEK
She won't eat my vegetables anymore!
Even if they're free, has to be wou
made 'am,

RICARDO
(smiles)
Sorry, Frank.

Just then two teen-aged boys enter the deli -- Frank's 500,
TOMMY DICENEIO, 16, gquiet and reserved, and RICH "STUMPE
FANELLI, 18, thuggish. Something creepy about Stump.

FRANK
{calls out)
There yvou ares!

TOMMY
Aeyv, Dad.

Stump takes a seat at ope of Fhe tables, kicks baclk. Frank
ayes him disdainfully.

STUuMP
Tommy, see if there's any moere of
Chat meat sauce, the spicy stuff.
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TOMMY
Okay .

Tommy moves around rthe counter and startes checking out the
food., Ricardo greets him with & pat on the back.

FRANK
(to the ladies)
I tell you about the night classes
Tommy 's taking?

MRS. CLARK
Computers. At the junior college.

FRANK
(proud)
Kid's just in high school, but he's
Ehinking ahead. College level clags!

MRE&. EDIND
A smart boy.

MRS. CLARK
Frank, my daughter has & friend you'll
like. A divorcee, but very slender.

FRANK
I'm real bugy right npow. ..

MRES5. CLARK
Lydia, God resct her scul, has been
gone over a year. It's time, Frank.
You need a wife.

FRANK
(shooing them away)
Have a good day, ladies.

The women cluck at him, then shuffle off with their bags.

TOMMY
Why net go on a date?

FRANK
I'm busy! That's why.

Frank leans down, gives the dog a nice piece of Jdeli meat.

FRANK (CONT'D)
Here yeou go, King. Good boy.

RICARDO
(to Tommy)
That dog is the wife.

Tommy chuckles.
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FRANE
Can it, you two,.

Off Frank, affectionately patting the big dog...

INT, "FRANK'S BEST" DELICATESSEN - NIGHT - TWO WEEES LATER
The deli iz closed, lights are off. We move pasgt the counter,
where the register 15 open, and the cash drawer conspicuously
EMPTY . Then, moving on, into the back.

INT. DELI KITCHEN AREA - CONTINUOUS

It's dark. Several pots and pans lie strewn across the fleor.
We move over them... finally find FRANK, Ilyving on his gide,
head beaten and biloodied. ..

INT. PPD - STORAGE - 2001

A box is shelved. Reads: "DiCenzio, F. HOI-233, November,

2001, Closed. " t)
AT . COURTHOUSE - MORNING - 2005 (DAY ONE) ¢  E&I

crogses towardsa the courthouse.

GARBY

" (0.8.)
‘mgtective Valens!

4g GABEY FRIEDLANDER, 48
hair falllng ouhmof a ponytail, g

Yeah, sure.

She turns, gegtures tﬁﬁa yvoung ﬁmTIND MAN behlnd hcr, 33,
kind-looking, determin :

.3

Xy

This }ffPaulo Mune=z. I reprcignted
his Mother Ricarde back in QOOH?

VALENS
o {shakes Paulo's hand)
#cott Valens. Mucho quato,

PAULO
Muche gusto.

GABBY
Lost the case, back then. Ricardo
was convicted of robbing and killing

his bo=ss,



FRANK

INT. "FRANK'S BEST" DELI - NIGHT - 2001

10,

MUSTC: "BLUES IN THE NIGHT" (TONY BENNETT)

Frank and Ricardo, each carrying big bags cof food, exit the
deli from a back door and enter into --

INT. FRANK'S APARTMENT BUILDING - CONTINIOUS

A stairwell leading up to Frank's second-floor apartment.
Az they head up, struggling with the bags--

8’]&"- —_— FRANK

Made too much food. Thought with
holidays comin' up, we'd be busier.

RICARDO
Tomorrow will bhe more people.
(beat)
Your pasta salad is bad, boss. Too
much garlic.

FRANK
What you don’'t knew abkout pasta salad
iz a lot.

They reach the door. Frank unlocks it, they enter --
INT. FRANK'S APARTMENT - NIGHT - CONTINUOUS

Frank and Ricardo set the bags down in the small, neat
kitchen., Frank lets out a long whistle. No responsea.

FRANK

As Ricardo starts to go--

FRANK (CONT'D)
You wanna =tay, have some dinner?

RICARDD
I see you all day.

Frank smileg at Ricarde's bhluntness.
FRANK
C'mon, sit. Tommy's never around at
night, it'd be nice to have company.
Ricardo sits. Frank pulls some deli fosd from the bags.
FRANK (CONT'D)

How's the family? VYou called 'em
today, right?
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11.
EICARDO
(sighs)

My daughter is angry with me now.
Because I'm zo far away.

FRANK
She's too young to understand --
everything we do, it's for our kids.

Rieardo nods. Just then a small MOAN can be heard frem the
back of the apartment. They react, surprised.

FRANK (CONT'D)
(calls out)
King?
There's no answer. Ricardo and Frank look at each other.
FRANK (COoNT'D)
(Jlouder)
Kingr
Nothing. The two men move down the hall, and into--
INT. FRANK'S BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS
The room ig pitch black. As Frapk fumbles for the light--

FRANK
King, you here, buddy?

As the light iz switched on, the twoe men JUMP back. On the
fleor in front of them is a bloody MESS of fur.

FRANK (CONT'D)
{shocked)
King...?

They stare for a beat, frozen. King lets out a small whimper.

RICARDO
Dios mio...

Frank falls onto his knees next to the deg, not sure where
to touch him without hurting him.

FRANK
Good boy, King... oh Christ... what
the hell happened to you. ..

RICARDO
Frank, he needs 2 hospital.

Frank grabs a blanket off the bed, tucks it around King.

—
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12.
FRANK
Yeah, yesah you're right. Vet on
Rogsevelt is open all night. ..

Frank is panicked, fighting tears

FRANK (CONT'D)
Who... who would do this?

Rieardo kneels beside him.

RICARDO
Let me help yvou.

FRANK
Good boy, King. Here we go, buddy...

Off the two men, as Frank struggles to get his arms undsr

the big mutt's damaged body. . eﬂo

T. GRATERFOQRD FRISON - RESUME

Valdgz, Rush and Risardo.

RICARDC
When I tell them, the poli

h (beat)
Nrank thought it wag a message.

\%%

™, RUTSH ;
Why 'd hdw thinlk thauf
‘ A7
RICAR@b
-hrokén nething gone.
And the door Wa's locked.

Valens reacts. &

EéﬁfVALENS";
So it wasfi‘'t really M\ br

/ RICARDO
TH1s is what I thought. Tommy %
oblems, after his mcther disd.
3

RUSH
What did Frank think?

RICARDD
He =zaid someone got a keyv =omehow,
beat the dog to scare him.

(MORE)
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Tommy turns suddenly defensive. ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁ#
fﬁﬁﬁ
o
\“%»_, TOMMY 2

o, e
Thatwm. got mothin' to dw what

4.

ha ppened ‘ "-‘IW..“'..."...‘T"‘J_"“":‘-- ) '\-h"‘"::ﬁ‘; M, T 1--"|--,,--"|--...-1‘«-..,_ A
“VE"‘ ‘ .f.\ .:'... ST o,
Aﬂd h( W }9 T1oW l.ha : N - T o

Beat, then —-

o TOMMY
I know, okay?

A we're —-
INT. VETERINARTIAN'S WAITING AREA - NIGHT - 2001
MUSTC: "LOVE ME OR LEAVE ME" (BRYAN FERRY)

Tommy and Stump enter the waiting area; Tommy 's anxious,

Stump seems amused. They pause at the door, zee Frank, King's
bleood on his shirt, talking to an attractive neighborhood
woman, ANTONIA RIGHETTI, 35. A five-yvear-old girl leans
against Antenia's arm, asleep.

Sm-'— ———y ANTONTA

The cat went out onto our balcony,
and p.s. we're on the third floor.
g0 I figure she's not gonna jump. ..

FRANK
The cat Fjumped?

ANTONTA
Worse., She fell. How stuplid does a
cat hafta be for thatre
{svmpathetic)
What happened to yours?

FRANK
I think seomeone got into our apartment--
Ring musta barked at him, ke's a
brave guy. ..

ANTONIA
They hit the dog?

FRANK
Bad. Vet's operating on him now.

ANTONIA
Oh my god, I'm so sorry.

Antonia touches hiz arm, as Tommy and Stump finally approach.

4 26 —_—



15

TOMMY
Dad. What happened?

FRANK
(gently)
King's in pretty bad shape, TOmmy .
Be a while 'til we know anything.

TOMMY
I can stay.

STume
{laughe, then:)
You getta be kiddin' me.
Tommy turns back to Stump.
STUMP (CONT'D)
Thought we were gonna hang, after

yYou saw your dad.

TOMMY
But he said King's real kad off.

Stump lets cut a weird little chuckle.
STUME
C'mon, you know that mutt got what
he deserved.

Suddenly Frank is right beside them, furicus.

FRANFK
What did vou Just say?

Stump just smiles at Frank pleasantly. TIt's creepyv.

STUMP
Nothin', Mr. DiCenzic. It's all
goad.
FRANK
You stay the hell away from my son,
and my dog.
{to Tommy)

I teold you: I don't want you hangin'
around this punk, understand?

Tommy looks down at the ground. Another chuckles from Stump.

STUMP
Puzsy.

Stump turns to go. OFf Tommy, mortified. ..

en?
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FRANK.

20.

RUSH
We're taking another look at the ‘
S - ™

Stump absorbs €1

wfOr a beat, then#"

If Ricardo didn ' pid 6, with his own
hands? Don't g ;
responsible»#

JEFFRIES
Whags Te you talking about?

STUMEFE
Ricarde brought some sericus trouble
into that deli. Saw it myself...

EXT. BACK OF THE DELI - NIGHT - 2001
MUSIC: "MACK THE ENIFE" (BRIAN SETEER ORCHESTRA)

Stump comes around the corner, a cligarette in hand. Stops
when he seezs -~

Just outside the delii, a bulky, off-kilter guy in his 30's,
FELIX DARQSA, stands arguing with Frank. A car idlieg on rhe
other gide of the alley, and a bored-looking younger guy
leans against it, walting.

kS:hA"' —_—y FELIX

Where's Ricardeo, chummiy?

FRANK
He ain't here. And he said he' s
gonna pay you, so lay off.

FELTX
Due date's long past. And I have to
keep strict rules about that, yv'know?

FRANK
Give the guy a break. He's just
trying' to bring his family here.

FELIX
I'm a businessman, like yvou. But T
got more flagh, right?
(beat)
Ricerde don't pay me scon, I take
action. That's how I keep my business
running.

FRANK
{tough)
Yeah? Then I°'11 call the cops, tell
‘em what you de to these people.

§ .16 —>



21.

Felix laughs in Frank's face.

FELIX
No you won't. 'Cause they'll Just
send your pal right back teo EI

Salvador.
Frank knows this is true. Gets angry.

FRANK
You're just low-life scum, preyin'
on other people’'s predicaments. ..

Felix transforms from odd to scary ag he steps forward,
shoves Frank back against the trash cans. As Frank stumbles
ignebly to the ground, and Felix hovers over him--

FELTX
I don't get my money... there's two
of you I'm gonna take care of, now.

And we believe him., He strides off towards the walting car
and driver, as Frank struggles to get to his feet.

OQff Stump, amused. .. E“v

AT. LOW-RENT GARAGE -~ RESUME

Y case all the
ired he deserved
M.z way.

Nah. Frank was oh
time baclk then.
a little heat cop

Jeffries and Rush exchafié a look. WClaszsy quy .

We'll be in touci

P STUMP
¥ be right here.

“é, lifts his pant leg to show an ankle; o celat.

STUME (CONT'D)
‘Cause where else'm I gonna go?
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* Nk

FELIX ,
You guys aren't so good for business.

MILLER
You know s Ricardo Munoz?

FELTX
Ricards. Hmm...

VALENS
Got put away for murdering his ba
F*ank DiCenzio.

!
hh

™, MILLER
Owed ﬁhﬁ some money, from wh

haar. “%%

%MFELIX
(fake humility)
I try to helpﬁﬁut, wheng
my community. ‘RM
MILLE% L
Thing is, Felix, wg’
the one tried to MelphRicardo out.

¢4
@ can. Enrich

& MILLER
Ricardo's#lin jail, Frank's deady
that's t#o pecple, taken care of?

Felix laughs.

FELIX
ghle was no problem to me. Ses, he
rped helping Ricardo,

il

Vi VALENS
F And how do you know that?

FELIX
Because I saw it with my own two
eYe5. ..

At we're —-
INT. RICARDQ'S AFPARTMENT - NTCHT - 2001
MUSTIC: "REPRESENT" {ORISHAL)

A cramped basement apartment, overfliowing with clothes,

kitchen items, personal effects. Felix and Ricardo are in
the middle of a heated argument.

1 of 20 —



W —> FELIX

He side muy paciente., Ahora estoy
enciado,

RICARDO
dQue puedo hacer? Digams!

There's a knock at the door, Ricardo crosses to answer it.
He opens the door, finds Frank, lcoking tense.

As Felix hangs back, just out of Frank's sight--

RICARDO (CONT'D)
Frankie. ..

Frank holds up a key ring.
FRANE
You left your kevs, and you're s'posed

to open up, tomorrow.

There's something strained, in Frank's voice.

RICARDO
Everything okay, Frank?
FRANK
I just gaw... you have a key to my

apartment, on the key ring.
Frank points to a distinect, rounded key.

FRANK (CONT'D)
Where'd you get rthis?

RICARDO
You give it to me, when I start the
Job.

Frank pulls the house key off. Impatience building.

FRANK
Ne. I gave you a key fo the deli.
I never gave you a key to my house.

RICARDO
(frustrated)
Then I don't knmow hew it getg there.

Something dawns on Franik.

FPRANK
You took a long break, that day King
gat beat up.
{beat)
You go into my spartment, Ricarde?

25,
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26.

RICARDD
Not I was with you when we found
him!

FRANK

But you were itching to get cutta
there, soon as we walked in.
{becoming more
convinced)
And yvou were always sayin' I should
leave the dog home, he gets in the
way .

Ricardo's temper flares, and he loses jt. Showas a whole
different side of himself.

RICARDO
(furicus)
Get outta here, Frank. This is crazy.

Frank looks at Ricardo as if seeing him for the first time.

FRANEK

We're dene, Ricarde. You're fired.
RICARDO

wWhat?
FRANK

I don't know who the hell yvou are,

Frank's made up his mind. He turns and goss. As Ricardo,
devastated, slams the door, then meets Felix's steady gaze...

T. BEMEE SOCTIAL CLUB - RESUME W

Valewg, Miller, Felix. Paulo sti

nearby.

VALENS

(thrown) y
ired Ricardo. 4

Ricardo sty amh ing te vou, 'kout
‘ =y to Frank's place?

t two days later, Ricard®

paid me
back. The whole loan. "



Fr.ANK.

TOMMY

Ne. Dad was lost, after mom died.
{remembering)

He'd make theae bad news CDnnectanyV
like he had no common z=enze or P
nethin! &’

,ﬁﬁ

R, VERA &
what kin&ﬁmj bad news coeggﬁ%ians?
'"Ut',‘:

32.

M el
TEPFRIES Va
Anybady in part1c&lamwyou can think
ofr P -
Tommy thinks, then-- ¢f Hﬁ%ﬁbh
OMMY iy,
There waszﬁne time I actually 5513\“mx
smmethlng“ About this lady. S,
VERA ”
TOMMY

{thinking back; sad)
Dad was so0 excitad about her.

INT. FRANK'S AFARTMENT - BATHROOM - NIGHT - 2001
MUSIC: "AIN'T MISBEHAVIN'" (PETER CINCOTTI)

Frank stande in front of the bathroom mirrer, preparlng Eo
go out. He sorts through some aftershave bottles ipn his
cabinet, finally pulls one cut, dusts i1t off. Tommy enters.

S”'ﬂA,',' ——— FRANK

(laughs nervously)
Been a while since I was on a date.

Frank looks down, dismayed, at the =lacks he's wearing.

FRANK (CONT'D)
Shoulda bought a new suit. These
pantg gobt a Jittle small.

TOMMY
Nobody wears suits anymore.

FRANK
(stung)

I wear suits. Tt's respectful.

Tommy shrugs.

ot 20




33,

FRANK (CONT'D)
Maybe just a good sports jacket. I
got a navy blue one, with nice
buttons. See 1f it's in the clozer?

Tommy goes to check, as Frank finds a comb in the cabiner.
After a beat, from the other room--

TOMMY (0.5.)
So you goin' cut with the Ilady Mrs.
Edine wag talkin' about?

FRANEK
{calling baclk)
Nah, it's the one I met at the vetr.
Antenia. Lives right around the
Sorner.

Tommy appears in the doorway, looking econcsrned.

TOMMY
Her?
FRANK
Yeah. You know her?
TOMMY
I seenn her around. She's... real

loud, and flashy. Not like Mom was.
Frank looks at his son a beat.

FRANK
(gentle)
She's a nice lady, Tommy.
(veat)
And ne one's gonna be like your mom.
She was one in a billien.

But Tommy's not appeased.

TOMMY
Isn't she married? [Every time I
seen her, she was with some bruiser-
lookin' guy.

FRANF
She's separated, npow.

TOMMY
Mugsta Jjust happened. Pretty szoon to
be dating.
{suddenly sharp)
For the both a' you.
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34.

FRANK

Whoea, you're the one said T should
g0 on a8 date.

TOMMY
(honest; pizszed)
Didr't think you'd do it.

Frank takes tha jacket Tommy's holding, meets his son's gaze,

FRANK
Ain't go easy for me either, tell
you the truth. Eut I'm gonna try.,

Tommy looks away. Frank's heart goes out teo him.

FRANK (CONT'D)

(with difficulty)
Listen, I been too wrapped up in
work, gince Mom. Haven't heen home
enough, and I'm sorry 'beout that.

{hopeful)
Maybe we could start spendin' time
together again. Like rhe old days.

Tommy brightens s little.

TOMMY
We could do the father-son hockey
league again, mayhe.

FRANK
There you go.

Frank pats Tommy warmly on the shoulder. Starts to go.

TOMMY
Just... be careful, okay?
FRANK
{touched) .
Don't worry about me, T. I'1]1 he

fine.

OLEL Tommy, watehing him go, net 50 sure —- @

EXT. SUPERMARKET LOADING AREA - RESUME

Tommy, Jeffries, Vera.

JEFFRIES
This Antonia is the woman vour dad
met at the animal hospital?

TOMMY

16 of 26
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ANTONIA (CONT'D)
Ray had two new girlfriends before
I'd packed up my last suitcase.

(beat, leary)
What's this about?

38,

MILLER
You remember Frank DiCenzio?

ANTONIA
h, COUrse I do.

Those problemg ; I not
mine, &

How =o7

ANTONIA R
He szeghed like such a gentleman.

 hizs number from a friend,
he vet.

r RUEH
And what happened?

ANTONIA
Things went =our, real fast...

INT. GARDI'S STEARKHQUSE - NIGHT - 2001
MUSIC: "STORNELLI AMORISI" (CLAUDIO VILLQ)

A nice neighborhood restaurant -- red leather chairs, white

candles. Frank, clearly nervous, holds Antenia's chair out

for her as they taks their seats. Aptonia, wearing a fitted
sweater and colorful make-up, smiles at the gesture.

S h&"’ R ANTONIA

You're sweet, y'know that?
{beat)
So how's King doing?

FRANK
Better. Got home a couple days ago.

ANTONTA
Bootsie's doin' better too, but she's
miszing all her Ffront teeth, which,
P.5., is not a pretty piclture.

Frank smiles, starts perusing his menu.

17 f 20



ANTONTA (CONT'D)
S0 your son is Tommy, right?

FRANK
Yeah.

ANTONIA
Hard being a single parent, huh?
Caitlin wears me down sometimes.

FRANK
My wife was the one knew how to talk
to Tommy. I try, but I can't hold
the family together like she did. ..
{baat)
I'm gonna do better.

Frank just shrugs. Disappointed in himself. Antonia
touched, wants to comfort him, somehow.

ANTONIA
Tesnagers can he tough to handle.

He had a tough time, this vear. But
he's a good kid.

Anteonia takes thi=z in, then:

ANTONIA
(cautious)
T think I should tell you something,
about his friend Stump.

Frank lecks up sharplyv from his menu.

FRANE
You know him?

ANTONTA
I take Caitlin to skate on Monday
nights, see him and Tommy pPlayving
hockey,

FRANK
what 7

ANTONTA
Thing is, that kid Stump races around
onn the ice, bullies the smaller kids.
(reluctant)
Sometimes Tommy does it with him.

You're mixing 'em up with somebody
else. They got computer class on
Monday .

18 o 26 —
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ANTONTA
{apologetic)
I'm sure, Frank.

(beat)

3B,

And I heard Stump stole money freom
the snack stand, beat up the kid who

works there.

FRANK
{Jaw get)

Stump ain't that bad. Tommy wouldn't

put up with it.

Antonia isn't the tyvpe to kack down.

But she can see she's

hit a real nerve. Hoping to salvage the evening--

ANTONTA -

Seryry if I... let's Just forget it.
It's none of my business, anyway.

Frank's veoice igf sudden]y low, and threatening.

FRANK

You're damn right it's none of your

business.

ANTONTA
(@yves wide)
Excuge me?

Frank seems to snap -- he abruptly stands.

FRANEK

You don't know what the hell you're

talkin' about.

He throws cash down on the table as Antonia watches, stunned.

FRANK (CONT'D)
I gotta get outta here.

Then Frank grabs his coat, and leaves the restaurant. OFF
Antonia, as other patrons turn to check out the commotion. ..

TN PPD - WITNESS ROOM - RESUME

Ru.shf

fonTa

€0

ple don!

RUEH

gnO

£r was agting up outta

You saw Stump and Tommy every week?

4 4 7¢



FRANK.

RUSH

41,

"Hig?"

STUMP
{nodsa)
Tommy 's.

JEFFRIES
W rom what we hear, Tommy just did
Matever you said.

Stump really Q;¢sn't wanna go here. But 's trapped.

N,  STUMD p
That's whaf everybody thoughg cause
a' the way™ge acted. You gdver seen

a better liahh
(beat

RUSH M4
5o Tommy wag the r g

(nods, bur,f h
Tommy robbed g k stamg. And
Tommy came uwith plan to 3{1p
classes. Tgf i .

You sa:é? 18
Stump deoean't ref_on‘.

3 JEFFRIES
¢ for you teo s=top protecting Tommy .
a5 no friend of yours.

RUSH
,What happened night Frank was killed,
Stump?
STUMP

(hates doing this)

We snuck out of class, were gonna
snag some beer from the deli, then
rlay a little hockey.

gh and Jeffries wait. Finally--

STUMP (CDNT D)

INT. "FRANK'S BEST" DELI - KITCHEN AREA - NIGHT - 2001

MUSIC: "LOSE YOURSELFY (EMINEM)

720 +f 26 -




42.

'Stump and Tommy move stealthily in through the back entrance,
still carrying hockey equipment. They cross to a cooler,
when suddenly they hear VOICES from the fromt of the deli.

STUMP
Damn -- your dad's here,

TOMMY
He can't hear us. Just ghut up.

They move gquiefly te the doorway, see Ricardo and Frank,
sitting at a lunch table, talking. Frank is upset, showing
visible signs of strain.

S m‘l—'——“—*‘!? FRANK

I'm sorry, 'bout everything. You've

been nothin' but goed for this place.
(beat)

I get real emotional when it comes

to King. Got him with Lydia, vy 'know?

RICARDO
It's okay, Frank.

FRANE
Y'know, someday maybe we can be
partners in this deli.

RICARDC
{touched)
You make a great deli, Frank. I'm
bkraoud to work here.

FRANEK
I had big plans it was gonna be a
Ffamily business. ITt's why I worked
g0 hard. ..

Frank's voice ecracks with emotien, he sZtopg to gather himself.

FRANK (CONT'D)
Thought Tommy was gonna be my partner
one day. But now, I'm not so sure, ..
(beat)
Heard some things, made me think T
gotta find a better school, for him.

Ricarde pats Frank's shoulder.
KICARDO
You are like family to me, Franj.
So it is family business.

Frank is overwhelmed with gratitude. Finally --
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43.

FRANK
I feel the same way. Fact is, T
feel closer to vou than my own kid.
{shakes his head)

That nuts or what? aﬂv
ANGLE ON

Lommy and Stump at the doorway, as Tommy Fjerks away'from',he
dgor. Stump watches Tommy grab a full case of beer. #

STUMP
Your dad's gonna notice that.

TOMMY

(cold as ii.
Dogsn 't matter
what T want.

Tommy takes the case of bee Vde heads out. Sktump stares
after him 2 beat, then fl%?i]y

7
INT. INTERVIEW A - RESUME

7
Rush, Jeffries, Stumpfﬂ
7
F erump
It was lm e Tommy didn't feel

anythlﬂ;

zf’ RUSE
ThaL» rmal, for Tommy?
A
STUME
There was noe such thing as normal,
4rith him. He was different depending
“fon who he was talkin' to.

gl’

JEFFRIES
But vou were his friend.
STUMTD
At first, it was mutual -- we Both
goet a thrill from doing bad stuff.
(MORE)
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FRANK.

VALENS
So yeu musta done somethln pretty
messed up to make him give up on you
like that.

47,

Thé .-ge that's usually hidden =ztarts percolatlngw5

surfac as Tommy meets Vera' eyve.
VERA
w, (pushing) ﬁh
C'oen. Whadcha de to break you

dad'Syheart, Tommy?

Tommy Jjumps up, aéﬁmated.

What the hell d I do°

Vera goes face to face, a d.y‘f

e

VERA & "
Yeah, you 11tt1-11ngra':, What 'd
you dot & T

&

Tommy finally explodeﬂf‘shoves Vera bé-,wards. Vera comes
right back at him, Vﬂ”ens by hig =ids. “w_flash to vounger
Tommy, as -- *

A

§ YOUNGER/OLDER TOMMY
(;“raged)
You glon't know anything! It was my
daw‘who mesged everything up!

o
4

o VALENS
JHow, Tommy? What'd he de?

F TOMMY

F (outraged, =till)

After averythlng we been Lhrough

he was gonna ruin my life all cause
of that prickhead dog!

d we smash inte --
INT. "FRANK'S BEST" DELT - KEITCHEN AREA - NIGHT - 2001
Frank is cleaning up in the back of the deli, Klng by his

side, when Tommy comes in with all his hockey eguipment,
clearly drunk.

You back for more boer?

TOMMY
Huh?
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FRANK
There was a whole case missing. You
musta koown I'd see that.

TOMMY
Sorry. It was Stump's idea, T told
him not to...
(beat)
Ligten, I need scme money. Wanna
gel some new egulpment.

Tommy sticks out his hkand, takes a drunken step towards his
dad. Just then, King starts to growl. Not just a2 warning --
it's a hareful, pissed-off kind af a sourd.

TOMMY (CONT'D)
Shut up, dumbass.

Frank locks down at King, then back at. Toemmy. A horrible
realization coming over him.

FRANK
He won't come outta my room, since T
brought him heome.
(beat)
I hadda drag him down here.

TOMMY
(annoyed, now)
What'e the big deal?

FRANEK
You beat up King.

TOMMY
No, I didn'ei
{(beat, lame)
Stump Jdid it.

But Frank knows, now. It's all adding up.

FRANK
{angulshed)
This ig my fault. I been a bad
father, didn't reach out to you
enough. ..

TOMMY
It's fine, Dad.

FRANK
No, it's not.
(with difficulty)
I think there's something wrong with
you, Tommy.
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TOMMY
(frustrated)
I lost my temper, okay? He Jumped
up, grabbed the sandwich I'd Just
made right off the table. ..

He Jooks at Frank like Frank might understand this. Frank
iz appalled.

FRANFK
Jesug, Tommy. King was almost dead
when I found him.

TOMMY
{losing 1t)
It's just a stupid dog!

FRANK
(gentler)
Look, there's places where they help
kids with your kinds a' problems.
You had az hard year...

Tommy staregs at him in utter disbelief.

TOMMY
You wanna send me away to some scheol
for freaks?

FRANK
It's not for freaks. It's a place
¥you can go to get better.
(hopeful)
Then you can come home. We'll work
at the dell together, have a future.

TOMMY
But I got Stump, here!

FRANK
It'1l be good to separate the twe of
vou for a while. Trust me.

TOMMY
No! It's not fair! You have things ~-
the dog, the deli, Ricardo... and
new I'm gonna have nothin'!
FRANK
You got me! And T got you. No matter
what, T.
TOMMY
{seething)

I don't care about that.
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Tommy stumbles forward, inches from his father. The energy
building inside of him makes him bounce glightly as he stands.

FRANK
Tommy, you need help. You'll see —-
it's for Lthke best.

Tommy grits hiz teeth, furious.

TOMMY
You can't do this. You can't.

Frank swallows his fear, firmly stands his ground. Hoping
this is the way he can be a better father,

FRANEK
You're tmy son. You'll do whar T
say,

Ag Frank turns away, Tommy's rage takes over, and he grabs
the nearby hockey stick. Raises it over hiz head.

TOMMY
No. X Won 't!

Tommy SWINGS the hockey stick down on Frarnk's head. Frank
falls into the rack of pots and pans, they CRASH to the floor.

As Tommy raises up the stick, and brings it down again. . . ND

MONTAGE :

™y, "I WILL LIVE MY LIFE FOR YOU" (TONY BENNET

INT. PPD WSELLS - NIGHT

.1z by Rush. Flash

Tommy, remorse

2=s, 18 walked into the
My, 2rd resume -- i

INT. PPD - NIGHT

Fiter -- changing the paperwork
s typing in Tommy's name, and
tim," he types "Son." As

Jeffries types on an cld’ ‘,
on Frank's murder. Hs finiMe

then, under "Relationships®o 0
the paperwork PISEQLVES#into. .

INT. PPD - NIGHT

Paperwork on alw‘
APPLICATION. *
# revealing Vera, on the phone with his 1 hard
at worken the application...
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